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BOARD OF MEDICAL PRACTTCE

In re: George A. Idelkope, M.D DocketNo. MPN 066-0517

STIPUI,ATION AI'[D CONSENT ORDER

NOW COME George A. Idelkope,M.D., and the State of Vbnnont, by and itu'ough

Vermont Attorney General Thornas J. Donovan, Jr., and hereby stipulate and agree to the

following in the above-qaptioned matter:

1. George A. Ideltcope, M.D. ("Respondent';; holds Vennontmedic.al license number

042.0006958 originally issued by the Vennont Board of Medical Practice on June

8, 1983.

2. Jurisdiction in this matter rests with the Vermont Boar! of Medical Practice ("the

Boald'), prusuant to 25 V.S.A. $$ tgSf-t3s7, 3 V.S.A. $$ 809-814, and other

authority.

F'INDINGS OX'I'ACT

3. The Board opened this matter in May of 20l7as a result.of Respondent self-

reporting to the Board that he recently entorod into a Settlement Agreement with

the State ofNew Hampshile Board of Medical Practice. The matter was assigned to

the North Investigative Committee offlre Board ('the Comrnittee").

4. Respondent practices family medioins at Hinsdale Family Health Center in

Hinsdale, New Hampshire.

5. The State ofNew flampphire Boafd of Medical Practice (T[ew Hampshirg Bogrd")

bbgan an irrvestigation upon receiving notioe that Respondent wirs named as a

)
)
)

L



Officeofthe
AITORNE|Y
GELVBRAI,

1o9 Stste Stre€t
Moutpdlen'rVI

oS6o9

defendant in a rnedical malpractice case in New Hampshite for allegedly failing to

diagnose colon cancer in a patient. The New Hampshire Board conducted an

investigation into these allegations.

6. Respondent entbred into a Settlement Agreement with the New Hampshire Board

on May 5,2017.. Sel. /z the Matter of George A. Idelkope, M.D. Acopy ofthe

Settlenent Agreeinent is attached hereto as Exhibit l. 
.

7. The Settlement,Agr-eement with the New Hampshire Board provides alleged facts

concerning Respondent's alleged failure to diagnose colon cancer in a patient.

Respondent stipulated in the New Hampshire Board Settlement Agreement that if a

disciplinary hearing had taken place; hearing.counsel for the New Harnpshire

Board may have pr:esented evidence consistent with the alleged facts to support a

conclusionthatRespondent engaged inunprofassional conduct in violation of RSA

329t17,'YI(c), (d), and 00.

8. The unprofessional conduct as defined in RSA 329:l7,VI (c), (d), and (lc) is as

follows:

. (c) Has displayed medical practice whioh is incompatible with the basic

. knowledge and cornpetence expected ofpersons licensed to practice

, medicine or any particulax aspect or specialty thercof.

(d) Has engaged in dishonest or unprofessional'conduct or has been grossly

or repeatedly negligent in practicing medicine or in performing activities

ancillary to flre plactice of medicine or any part{cular aspect or specialty

fhereof, or has intentionally ir{ured a patient while practicing rnedicine or

performing such anciliary activities.
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0c) Has engaged in dishonest or unprofessional conduct or has been grossly

. or repeatedly negligent in practicing medioino or has unreasonably delayed

. rnedical record hansfer, or violated, RS A3g2-I.

g. The SettlementAgreement with the New Hampshire Board sets forth the following

discipline:

Aa A Reprimand.

b Completion of a total of eighteen hours of continuing medical education

(*CME ) courses in the following areas: five CME hor:rs pertaining to

medical record documentation, five CME hours pertaining to cancerscreening

arid diagnosis, five CIvtE hor:rs pertaining to abdominal pain assessment, and

three CME hours pertaining to woik up of iron deficiency anemia.

c Provide a copy of the Settlement Ageement to any curient employer for a

oontinuing period of one year from the effective datd of the Settlement

Agreement.

CONCLUSIONS OI'LAW

10. The Board'may find that faih:re to practice oompetently by reason of any cause on

a single occasion constitutes unprofessional conduot. Failure to practice

competently includes the performance of unsafe or unacceptable patier:t ca[e, or

failure to confonn to the essential standards ofacceptable and prevailing practice.

25 v.s.A. $ 1354(bX1)&Q).

11. Respondent acknowledges that it is the Board's position that ifthe State were to

fiIe charges against hift it could satisff its burden at a hearing and a finding

adverse to hirn could be entered by the Board, pursuant to 26 V.S.A. $ 1354(bX2).
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12. Respo#ent agrees that the Board may enter as its facts and/or conclusions
.:

$aragraphs 1 fluough 9 above, and fuither agrees that this is an adequate basis for

the Board's actions set forth hetein. Any representation by Respondent herein is

made solely for the putposes set forth in this agreement.

13. Therefore, in the interest of Respondent's desire to fully and fmally rasolve the

matter presently before the Board, he has determined that he shall enter into this

agreement with theBoard. Respondent enters no fruther admission here, butto

resolve this matter without firrther time, expense and unoerlainty; he has concluded

. that this agreement is acceptable and in the best intetest of the parties.

14. Respondent acknowledges that he is knowingly and voluntarily entering into this

ugr""m"nt with the Board. He acknowledges 1nd agrces that at all times and in all

oommtmications and proceedings related to this matter before the Board he has.had

the right to be represented by counsel. Respondent has carefully reviewed and

considered this Stipulation and Condent Order.

15. Respondent agrees and understands that by executing this document he is waiving

any right to challenge the jruisdiction and cgntinuing jurisdiction of the Boaid in

this matter, to be presented with a specification of charges and evidence, to cross-

examine witnesses, and to offer evidenoe ofhis own to contest any allegations by

the State.

16. The parties agree that upon their execution of this Stipulation and Consent Order,

and pursuant to the tenns herein, the above-captioned matter shall be

administratively closed by the Bbard. Thercafter, the Board will take no fruther
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action as to this matter absent non-compliance wiflr the terms and conditions of this

document by Reqpondent.

17. This Stipulation and Consent Order is conditioned upon its. acoeptance by the

VennontBoard of Medical Practice. If the Board.rejects euypart ofthis documen!

the entire agreement shall be considered void. Respondent agrees that ifthe Boar.d

does not accept this agreement in its current form, he shall not assed in auy

subsequent pioceeding any claim ofprejudice flom any such prior cohsideration. If

the Board rejeots any part of this agreement, none of its terms shall bind

Respondent or constitute an admission of any ofthe facts of the alleged

misconduct, it shall not be used against Rispondent in any way, it shall be kep in

strict confidence, and it shall be without prejudice to any fufr.re disciplinary

proceeding and the Board's final determination of any charqe against Respondent.

18. Respondent acknowledges and r:nderstands that thiststipulation and Consent Order

shall be a matter of public record, shall be entered in his permanent Board file, shall

oonstihrte an enforoeable legal agreemen! and may and shall be rreported to other

licensing authorities, including but not limidd to: the Federation of State Medical

Boards Board Action Databank and the National Practitioner Data Bank. In

exchango fortho actions by the Board, as set fofth herein, Respondent expressly

agrees to be bound by all terms and conditions of this Stipulation and Consent

Order'.-

19. The parties therefore jointly agree that should the ternrs and conditions of thig

\
Stipulation and Consent Order be deemed aiceptable by the Board, it may enter an

order implernenting the terms and conditions herein.
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ORDER

wHEREFoRE,'based on the foregoing and the consent of Respondent, it is hereby

ORDERED that:

l. Respondent shall be reprimanded for the conduct sef forth above.

2. Respondent shill provide the comrnittee with written confirmation of

'completion of all tenns and conditions of his Settlement Agreement wiflr the

New Harnpshire Board no later than ten days after completion.

3. Upon successful oompletioT of eaoh CME couse required by his Settlement

Agreement with the New HampsLire Board, he shall provide the committee

with proof of attendance. Respondent shall also provide the Corumittee with

' a brief written nanative of each cME course which will document what he

learned from each qotuse, and how he will apply that larowledge to his

practice. Respondent shall provide proof.of 'attendanoe 
and the written

uarratives to the Committee witldn 30 days of completion of each course.

4.' Respondent shall notify any and all cSrrent and future employers ofthe

contents of this Stipulation and Consent Agreernent and Ord.er for aperiod of

one year by providing a copy of said document to his cunent employer(s),

and to any employer he may begin to work for a period of one.year following

approval of this Stipulation and Consent Agreement and Order.
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SIGNAIUNA$

DATED at IMon@etier, Vermont, *;r#uv ot JLhI-,1l .zon.

By:

STATE OF \TERMO:}XT

I}IOIyIAS L DONO'rAI{, JR
ATTORNEY GENBI:'$L

ot.
F. DMsri'rh

Aesietant Attomey d : neral
Offiso of the Attornel' Oancral .

I09 Stnb Stoet
Montpollor, VT 0560:Lt 001

Raspoadent

DATED nt
($s/"tc, lt tf {...

rtucnf, this *ff"i"r ot ..A cbby .

74#
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DATED:

ENTERED AITD EF'IIIECTTVE:

AS TO GEORGE A. TDELKOPE, M.D.
AND ORDERED

oq MEDTCAL PRACTTCE
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