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Please note this meeting will be recorded.
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This recording and all paper and electronic copies of materials 
presented or shared on the screen will be subject to Vermont’s 
public records act, 1 V.S.A. §§ 315 et seq., and will be made 

available to the general public upon request.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that no confidential 
or proprietary information is presented or discussed in the 

meeting and associated materials. 
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Opening Remarks and Introductions
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MEMBER ROLE/AFFILIATION TERM EXPIRES

Robert Tortoloni, MD Board of Medical Practice 2027

Ashley Berliner Agency of Human Services 2027

Courtney O’Brien Agency of Education 2027

Deb Doyon, RN Public Schools 2027

Emily Mosites, PhD State Epidemiologist, Department of Health 2027

Merideth Plumpton, RN Immunization Program Manager, Department of Health 2027

Ashley Miller, MD Pediatrician 2027

Ben Lee, MD Pediatric Infectious Disease Physician 2027

Beth Kirkpatrick, MD Professor and Researcher 2027

Judy Fingergut, MD Family Physician 2027

Bridget Bromirski, CPNP Advanced Practice Registered Nurse 2027

Molly Trayah, PharmD Licensed Pharmacist 2027

Council Members



Agenda

i. Opening Remarks and Introductions
ii. Immunization Advisory Council Background and Expectations
iii. Review Current Respiratory Virus Vaccine Recommendations
iv. Discussion
v. Public Comment
vi. Vote on Vaccine Recommendations to the Commissioner
vii. Elect a Council Chair
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Background and Changes to the 
Immunization Advisory Council
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Immunization Approval Process
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(Source: Your Local Epidemiologist)

https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/


HHS stops vaccine 
education campaigns

ACIP meeting 
postponed

HHS announces study 
questioning vaccines 

and autism

ACIP meets

FDA limits COVID-19 
vaccine to select groups

HHS removes COVID-19 
vaccine recommendation 
for healthy children and 

pregnant individuals

HHS Secretary 
removes all ACIP 

members and appoints 
new panel 

ACIP meets  

HHS cancels 
$500M in vaccine 
research funding

New CDC 
Director fired

ACIP meets, votes to 
eliminate universal 
Hepatitis B vaccine 

birth dose

FDA announces 
strains for Flu vaccine 
(usually made in Feb)

HHS Secretary 
approved the 

removal of 
thimerosal from all 

vaccines

CDC removed the universal 
recommendation for COVID-

19 vaccines

ACIP meets, announces 
new workgroup to examine 
childhood vaccine schedule 

2025 Recap
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Feb March April May June July Aug Sep Oct Dec

(Source: Vaccine Integrity Project)

https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/federal-vaccine-action-timeline


2026 Recap
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Jan March April May June July Aug Sep

HHS announces 
complete overhaul of 

childhood vaccine 
schedule 

FDA 
approved 
mRNA flu 
vaccine

FDA initially denies 
application for 

mRNA Flu vaccine;
later accepts 

vaccine application. 

Feb

ACIP meeting 
postponed to 

March
Interim CDC

Director resigns

Federal judge 
temporarily blocks 
three major actions 

taken by HHS

ACIP meeting 
not held; 

blocked by 
court order  

ACIP charter 
renewal filed, 

expanding who 
can be on the 

panel

AHIP confirmed that 
health plans will 
continue to cover 

recommended 
vaccines

Exec. Order 
directing CDC to 

align U.S. vaccine 
schedule with 
peer countries

New ACIP charter 
posted, expanding 
responsibilities to 

assess alternatives to 
disease prevention

New CDC 
Director 

confirmed
Exec. Order 

recommending 
MMR vaccine 
be separated

ACIP meeting 
not held; 

blocked by 
court order  

(Source: Vaccine Integrity Project)

https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/federal-vaccine-action-timeline


Responding to a Shifting Immunization Environment
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Changes at the 
federal level have 
caused confusion 

and disruption.

Vermont is committed 
to preserving access 
to and coverage of 
routine preventive 

immunizations.

This required 
legislative 
changes. 



Updated Immunization Statute 

• Vermont now has flexibility to follow vaccination schedules from CDC & ACIP 
and/or professional medical organizations like AAP, AAFP, ACOG.

• Health Department Immunization Program will continue to purchase 
recommended vaccines at the lowest available cost and have flexibility to 
select the vendor.

• Insurers will continue to cover recommended vaccines at no cost.
• Pharmacists and pharmacy techs will be able to administer recommended 

vaccines.
• Commissioner of Health will be able to issue a standing order that health care 

professionals can rely on to administer recommended vaccines.
• Health care providers will have limited liability protection for administering 

recommended vaccines according to Vermont’s recommended schedule.
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Complete language in statute: Act 76 (2026)

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2026/Docs/ACTS/ACT076/ACT076%20As%20Enacted.pdf


Immunization Advisory Council

Purpose: To provide education policy, medical, and epidemiological expertise 
and advice to the Department with regard to the safety of immunizations and 
immunization schedules.
Goal for today: Provide advice to the Commissioner of Health regarding his 
recommended immunizations and schedules
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States No Longer 
Exclusively Following 
ACIP for Childhood 
Immunization 
Recommendations
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(Source: KFF State Health Facts)

https://www.kff.org/other-health/state-indicator/reliance-on-sources-other-than-cdc-acip-for-state-childhood-vaccine-recommendations/?activeTab=map&currentTimeframe=0&selectedDistributions=relies-on-a-source-other-than-cdcacip-for-recommended-childhood-vaccines&sortModel=%7B%22colId%22:%22Location%22,%22sort%22:%22asc%22%7D


The Commissioner intends to adopt 
the consolidated recommendations of 
professional medical organizations. 
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Respiratory Virus Immunizations 
and Recommendations
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Current flu vaccines are trivalent formulations. For the 2026-2027 season, 
influenza vaccines include two influenza A viruses (H1N1 and H3N2) and one 
influenza B virus.

Types of flu vaccine:
• Inactivated flu vaccines

• Standard dose
• High dose and adjuvanted are approved for 65+

• Recombinant
• Live attenuated

An mRNA flu vaccine was approved by FDA in August for adults 50+; the Health 
Department will not have access to this product for the 2026-2027 season.

Flu Vaccines
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RSV Vaccines and Monoclonal Antibodies

Types of RSV vaccines and monoclonal antibodies available:  
• RSV vaccines for adults: 

• Three products, two protein-based, one mRNA
• RSV vaccine for pregnant individuals:

• One product, protein-based
• RSV monoclonal antibodies for infants:

• Two products 
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COVID-19 Vaccines

Current COVID-19 vaccines for the 2026-2027 season target the XFG strain.

Types of COVID-19 vaccines:
• mRNA (ages 6mo+ depending on product) 
• Recombinant, protein-based (ages 12+)
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Respiratory Virus Immunization Recommendations – CDC

So far in 2026, ACIP meetings have been canceled due to ongoing litigation. The 
CDC website states that the following recommendations remain in effect:
• Interim Clinical Considerations for the Use of Seasonal Influenza Vaccines in 

the United Stated
• Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines in the United 

States
• Clinical Guidance for RSV Immunizations and Vaccines
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Facip%2Fmeetings%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346195439%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ExwBeHVO9yw3c9wedaqsC93J3Y4E80bCNtwvD1SL1%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Fhcp%2Fvax-summary%2Fseasonal-influenza-vaccines.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346214670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TlXQZkbQ%2B%2BcXPiaWXtKsB7cSxLbMGkOhQoXMQKRju5Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Fhcp%2Fvax-summary%2Fseasonal-influenza-vaccines.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346214670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TlXQZkbQ%2B%2BcXPiaWXtKsB7cSxLbMGkOhQoXMQKRju5Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Fhcp%2Fvax-summary%2Fseasonal-influenza-vaccines.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346214670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TlXQZkbQ%2B%2BcXPiaWXtKsB7cSxLbMGkOhQoXMQKRju5Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcovid%2Fhcp%2Fvaccine-considerations%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346233447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IVyxfW24g8pkmpr0Wn5FpD2xb4wHpSqL%2FgyNzvklOSM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcovid%2Fhcp%2Fvaccine-considerations%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346233447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IVyxfW24g8pkmpr0Wn5FpD2xb4wHpSqL%2FgyNzvklOSM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcovid%2Fhcp%2Fvaccine-considerations%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346233447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IVyxfW24g8pkmpr0Wn5FpD2xb4wHpSqL%2FgyNzvklOSM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcovid%2Fhcp%2Fvaccine-considerations%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346233447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IVyxfW24g8pkmpr0Wn5FpD2xb4wHpSqL%2FgyNzvklOSM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcovid%2Fhcp%2Fvaccine-considerations%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346233447%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IVyxfW24g8pkmpr0Wn5FpD2xb4wHpSqL%2FgyNzvklOSM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Frsv%2Fhcp%2Fvaccine-clinical-guidance%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346252324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ykaZ9YsxE55xdK26YYm4imds3bAJxMTq80LLZDHTyxk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Frsv%2Fhcp%2Fvaccine-clinical-guidance%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7CMerideth.Plumpton%40vermont.gov%7C2a364e048dea4edcfe5d08df18a7d87e%7C20b4933bbaad433c9c0270edcc7559c6%7C0%7C0%7C639256781346252324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ykaZ9YsxE55xdK26YYm4imds3bAJxMTq80LLZDHTyxk%3D&reserved=0


Evidence Reviews – Professional Medical Organizations

American Medical Association(AMA 
partnered with the Vaccine Integrity Project 
(based out of U Minnesota - CIDRAP) to 
perform a comprehensive review of evidence 
of respiratory virus immunizations for the 
2026-2027 season.
The recommendations were made in 
partnership with the following:
• AAP for pediatrics
• AAFP for adults
• ACOG for pregnant individuals
• IDSA for immunocompromised individuals
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https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/2026-27-respiratory-season
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/2026-27-respiratory-season
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/2026-27-respiratory-season
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/2026-27-respiratory-season
https://vaxintegrity.cidrap.umn.edu/2026-27-respiratory-season
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2853780?utm_source=for_the_media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=090226
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2853778?utm_source=for_the_media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=090226
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2853779?utm_source=for_the_media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=090226


Consolidated Respiratory Virus Immunization 
Recommendations – Professional Medical Organizations

Following this evidence review, these 
professional medical organizations released 
consolidated respiratory virus immunization 
recommendations for 2026-2027. 
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https://www.ama-assn.org/amaone/vaccine-recommendations
https://www.ama-assn.org/amaone/vaccine-recommendations
https://www.ama-assn.org/amaone/vaccine-recommendations
https://www.ama-assn.org/amaone/vaccine-recommendations
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf


Based on AAP recommendations for influenza, RSV, and COVID-19. 

Pediatric Immunization Recommendations
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https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2026-078778/208572/Recommendations-for-Prevention-and-Control-of?_gl=1*1bn4ipm*_ga*MTgxMzkzOTk1OS4xNzkwMjU5NTM4*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3OTAyNTk1MzckbzEkZzEkdDE3OTAyNTk1NzkkajE4JGwwJGgw*_gcl_au*MTAzMjQ2NzYwNC4xNzkwMjU5NTM3*_ga_GMZCQS1K47*czE3OTAyNTk1MzckbzEkZzAkdDE3OTAyNTk1MzckajYwJGwwJGgw
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-079047
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-079045
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-079045
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2026-079045


Pregnancy Immunization Recommendations 
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Based on ACOG recommendations.

https://www.acog.org/clinical-information/maternal-immunization-schedule


Adult (Age 19-64) Immunization Recommendations
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Based on AAFP recommendations.

https://www.aafp.org/clinical-insights/immunizations-and-vaccines/respiratory-virus-vaccines


Adult (Age 65+) Immunization Recommendations
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Based on AAFP Recommendations.

https://www.aafp.org/clinical-insights/immunizations-and-vaccines/respiratory-virus-vaccines


Immunocompromised Immunization Recommendations
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Based on IDSA recommendations and the IDSA definition of immunocompromised. 

https://www.idsociety.org/practice-guideline/Seasonal-RTI-Vaccinations-in-Immunocompromised-Patients/
https://www.idsociety.org/globalassets/idsa/practice-guidelines/vaccine-gl/table-1.pdf


Healthcare Personnel
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Based on AAFP recommendations.

https://www.aafp.org/assets/image/upload/v1788277985/pdf_2026_through_2027_influenza_rsv_sars_covid_2_guidance.pdf


Discussion (20 minutes)
What advice do you have for the Commissioner regarding his intention to adopt 
the consolidated recommendations of professional medical organizations for 
this respiratory season? 
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Public Comment (5 minutes)
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Vote
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Vote on Proposed 2026-2027 Recommendations 

Proposed motion: 
The Council supports the Commissioner’s recommendation to continue following 
the professional medical organizations’ consolidated respiratory virus 
immunization recommendations for 2026-2027.
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Elect a Chair
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Let’s stay in touch.

Email:
Web:
Social: @HealthVermont

Thank you!

Merideth.Plumpton@vermont.gov
HealthVermont.gov
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