40,0 Podiatrists’ Professional Standards

40.1

Continuing Medical Education. Required CME: Prescribing Controlled
Substances. All podiatry licensees who prescribe controlled substances shall
certify at the ime of each renewal that they have completed at least two hours of
CME activity on controlled substances preseribing. The activity must be
accredited as AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ training or Council on Podiatric
Medical Education approved training, or be specifically designated as qualifying
by the Board. The following topics must be covered, as required by Vermont
law: abuse and diversion, safe use, and appropnate storage and disposal of
controlled substances; the appropriate use of the Vermont Prescription Monitoring
System; risk assessment for abuse or addiction; pharmacological and
nonpharmacological alternatives to opioids for managing pain; medication
tapering and cessation of the use of controlled substances; and relevant State and
federal laws and regulations concerning the prescription of opioid controlled
substances. Each licensee who 1s registered with the D.E.A. and who holds a
D.E.A. number to prescribe controlled substances, or who has submitted a
pending application for one, 1s presumed to prescribe controlled substances and
must meet this requirement. Any podiatrist who 1s required to certify completion
of this CME to renew. but who cannot, will be subject to the provisions regarding

makeup of missing CME in Sections 24.3 and 24.4.



